
 

A new perspective for Nejem 
Ten-year-old Nejem Amam has seen the world only from the perspective of his 
sleeping mat, an animal skin, for most of his life. His mother has tried to get help 
from several hospitals 
but cannot afford to get good 
care, especially in their 
village’s rural area. He lives 
with his family in the Silt’e 
zone in the Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and People's 
Region of Ethiopia. 
Now, with a wheelchair, he 
can play and interact with other 
children and go to school for a 
brighter future.  

 
 

Agape Mobility office 
opens in Addis Ababa 
 
Agape Mobility’s home office in Addis Ababa, 
the capital city of Ethiopia, opened in 2021 in a 
house donated by Saba Teklemarcos. The 
volunteer staff collects names of potential 
wheelchair recipients and coordinates 
distribution with churches and the government. 
They put many of the logistics in place before 
Saba arrives to aid in distribution. A 40-foot 
shipping container on-site serves as a central 
warehouse, from which wheelchairs are 
distributed to regions throughout the country. 
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Upcoming volunteer opportunities 
Email agapemobilityethiopia@gmail.com to let us know of your interest. 

• Loading wheelchairs onto a shipping container, date to be announced 
• Three Rivers Festival International Village booth – sharing Ethiopian food and culture, July 15 and 16, 2022 

Above: Nejem’s world before receiving a 
wheelchair. Right: Nejem’s new view of the 
world with his parents (behind him) and 
volunteers from Agape Mobility. 



June 2022 ministry update 
 
Wheelchair distribution in July 
Agape Mobility Ethiopia plans to send and distribute two shipping containers of wheelchairs and other 
mobility devices in Ethiopia by the end of July. In April, AME received nearly 400 wheelchairs from Joni and 
Friends. Two hundred of those wheelchairs will go to Ethiopia; 200 will go to Tanzania.  
 
Wheelchair repair training 
Volunteers will be trained on how to repair 
wheelchairs June 25 and July 23. We’re collecting 
tools to create a permanent workshop on the 
northwest side of Fort Wayne. Read “Learn to Repair 
Wheelchairs” on page 4 of this issue for details.  
 
Developing local partnerships 
A lot of work is being done to create partnerships 
with Northeastern Indiana organizations willing to 
donate wheelchairs and mobility devices to AME. This 
year, we have received donations from: 

• Parkview Regional Medical Center 
• Turnstone 
• The St. Henry’s Thrift Store at St. Henry’s Catholic 

Church 
• Nursing homes 
• Individuals 

 

 
  

These hard-working volunteers emptied a huge semi-trailer full of nearly 
400 wheelchairs in only four hours one day in late August. The mobility 
equipment  is being stored in warehouse space offered by AME Board 
Member Dan Mason. The same chairs will need to be loaded into a 
shipping contaner later this summer before being sent to Africa.  

AME’s entry into the local arena – disAbilities Expo 2022 
AME’s sponsorship of the AWS Foundation’s disAbilities Expo May 14 gave us the opportunity to meet 
many friendly faces in our display booth. The effort resulted in greater awareness of our mission and vision 
and brought in several new volunteers, for which we are grateful. The event is a one-stop resource for all 
types of disability services and products. The event took place at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum. 



Spring fundraising dinner brings in record numbers 
 
More than 145 guests at the May 20, 
2022, fundraising dinner gave $20,000 
toward our mission of restoring 
dignity and hope for children and 
adults in Ethiopia.  

Our emcee for 
the evening was 
Tyler Ward, 
Adult Ministries 
Pastor at 
Pathway 
Community 
Church. His 
experience with 
his wife and 
family in adopting 
a daughter from 

Ethiopia added color and spice to the 
evening.  

Melissa Montana, CEO/President, and 
General Manager at STAR 88.3, 
offered perspective on the evening as 
featured speaker. "Together, our 
effort will change generations to 
come because we're participating in 
the kingdom work of God," she said.  

Saba Teklemarcos, Founder and 
Executive Director of Agape Mobility, 
shared her story of growing up with 
polio, the inspiration for her mission 
of gratitude and compassion. “Many 
of the people who receive 
wheelchairs have never seen a 
wheelchair before,” she said. “Maybe 

they’ve been in a 
bed for 10 years, 
20 years or 
more. So any gift 
you give lets 
somebody get up 
from their bed 
and you give 
them hope. One 
thing that 
touches my heart 
is seeing kids who 
can’t go to school. I have a lot of joy 
when I give wheelchairs to children so 
they can go to school and see a future 
for Ethiopia. I believe they will be 
leaders!”  

 
How the money is used 
Most of the wheelchairs AME distributes are donated and repaired by prison inmates or local volunteers. AME is a completely 
volunteer-powered organization. There are no salaries paid. Office and warehouse space has been donated by AME board member 
Dan Mason.  

• Freight to send shipping container – Market rates vary, but could exceed $20,000 
• Airfare to Ethiopia, round-trip, per person – $2,000 to $2,500 
• Distribution in Ethiopia (ground transportation, housing, food, etc.) – $5,000 
• Adult wheelchair – $160 
• Pediatric wheelchair – $350 
• Supplies to repair wheelchairs in the US – $2,000  

Other expenses incurred in the distribution process include in-country ground transportation, lodging (only when it’s not possible to 
stay with friends and family) and food.  
 

Melissa 
Montana 

Saba 
Teklemarcos 

To donate towards any of 
these needs, please see 
detailed information on 
page 4. 



Learn to repair wheelchairs – FREE training is available! 
If you would like to learn how to repair wheelchairs, mark June 25 and July 23 on your calendars. Volunteers Tim and Emily Tew (see 
story below) will teach basic wheelchair repair and maintenance from 9am to 3pm at Mason Engineering, 5720 Huguenard Rd., Fort 
Wayne. We have several wheelchairs in need of repair and hope to build a team of volunteers to fix these and other incoming chairs. 
To register, email agapemobilityethiopia@gmail.com. 
 

We are going to build a tool chest for wheelchair repairs and need to collect the following: 
• T-handle Allen SAE wrench set 
• T-handle Allen metric wrench set 
• Rubber mallet 
• Large vise (6” wide surface area, 

6” minimum opening) 
• Pliers 
• Screw extractors 
• Ball point hammer 
• Adjustable wrench 

• Socket set with multiple size 
sockets 

• Tire tools 
• Various size screwdrivers: 

Phillips, flat and Torx 

Other “nice to have” items include: 
• Cordless drills and impact driver 

with Allen head adapters and bits 
• Magnetic trays 
• Locking pliers 

• Torque wrench 
• Metal files 
• Ratcheting wrenches 
• Hand-held propane torch 
• Various sized C clamps  

(6” and 4”) 
• Hack saw and mini hacksaw 
• Punch set 
• Dremel tool 

 

Volunteer Spotlight: Tim and Emily Tew 
By Tim Tew 

We are excited to bring our passions and 
experiences together with Agape 
Mobility Ethiopia to train volunteers and 
produce instructional resources for 
people both state-side and 
internationally on repairing and 
maintaining mobility equipment. 

My story of serving people with 
disabilities began in 2020 in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. I was on a mission trip with 
the Christian Campus House at Trine 
University. At the time, I was a 
sophomore studying mechanical 
engineering. Emily (now my wife) and 
her long-time friend, Victoria, frequently 
got their wheelchairs stuck in the sand. I 
was the only person on that trip able to 
push them through it.  
That September, I dropped out of college 
to start a ministry for college students 
struggling with addictions and began 
stocking shelves at a local grocery store 
to pay for my wedding. 

About a year later, a job opened at a 
durable medical equipment supplier for 
a repair technician. Over the next seven 

months I got to share my love for Christ 
in the disabled community of Northern 
Indiana and learn how to clean, evaluate, 
and repair wheelchairs, walkers and 
other mobility devices. 
I will soon start a position as a job 
consultant and coach for people with 
disabilities in Kosciusko County. I will be 
training students at the middle and high 
school level to have the necessary life 
and professional skills to pursue 
whatever career path they choose and 
give them ongoing resources and 
support as they get involved in those 
collegiate or career fields. 

My wife, Emily, is a biomedical engineer 
working for a joint replacement 
company as a manufacturing engineer. 
Her dream job is to design adaptive 
sports equipment for people with 
disabilities. Besides sharing Christ with 
others or listening to the BEMA podcast, 
nothing brings her more joy than 
watching physical therapy and 
engineering work together in harmony 

to change people's lives and provide 
them new opportunities.   

I believe that God brought my wife into 
my life so that I could lend a voice and a 
hand to one of the most underserved 
and misunderstood populations. I 
believe that every person deserves a 
chance at life without unnecessary 
hurdles and the ability to maintain their 
own dignity and keep their head up high. 

 

Tim and Emily Tew 

 

Our Purpose 
With your partnership, we provide mobility and dignity for 
the immobile in Ethiopia.  “No more crawling on the floor!” 
 
Donate online at agapemobilityethiopia.com or by mail to 
Agape Mobility Ethiopia, 10017 West Palo Verde Dr., Fort 
Wayne, IN 46825. Donate via PayPal 


